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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


-v- 


JUDGE RVAN 

71 as. 49 7 


SANFORD WATTS and 
TOMMIE LEWIS BELL : 


INDICTMENT 
71 Cr. 


Defendants. 


X 



The Grand Jury charges: 

On or about the 3rd day of May, 1971 in the 
Southern District of New York, SANFORD WATTS and TOMMIE 
LEWIS BELL, the defendants, unlawfully, wilfully and 
knowingly falsely made, forged and counterfeited a writing, 
namely, the endorsement of the payee on a check, to wit, 
the words Angle Monaco, 606 8 Av., New York, on the back 
thereof, for the purpose of obtaining from the United 
States and its officers and agents a sum of money, the 
check being a genuine obligation of the United States, 


and of the following tenor: 








DMB:sk 
71-1272 


SECOND COUNT 

The Grand Jury further charges: 

On or about the 3rd day of May, 1971, in the 
Southern District of New York, SANFORD WATTS, the 
defendant, unlavrfully, wilfully and knowingly and with 
intent to defraud the United States, uttered and published 
as true and caused to be uttered and published as true, a 
false, forged and counterfeited writing, namely, the endorse¬ 
ment of the payee on a check knowing the same to be raise, forged 
and counterfeited, the check being that described in the first 
count of this indictment. 


(Title 18, United States Code, Section 495.) 



WHITNEY INORTH SEYMOUR'. JR. / 


WHITNEY LNORTH SEYMOUR', 
United States Attorney 
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MR. BEI.LRR: We will withdraw the first portion 
dealing with the forged instrument. Mr. Tyne informs me that 
he may have been informed about that forgery arrest which 
occurred in July — he was informed about it in September 
when he made a home visit. The assault in the third degree 


arrest is the March 7 charge and the evidence— 

TIIE COURT: March 7, 1974? 

MR. DULLER: 1975. That is the assault by Mr. 
Bell which Carrie Middleton reported to the police. 

THE COURT: Was there an arrest? 




MR. BELLER: Mr. Tyne checked yesterday with the 1 
police authorities and he was informed that a summons was 
issued to Mr. Bell on which the charge was stated. This was 
just a summons. 

THE COURT: That is not an arrest. I think' vn 
ought to dismiss the 5th specification. 

1 also think, gentlemen, that it is not profit d U* 
to Lend this hearing very much because I am perfectly clear 
since that is all the evidence that will be offered by oi:her 
•aide, that I wi il find by a fully persuasive preponderance 


:t. t . : o ! 


in guilty as chare-* 1 on the first three speci 
! understand . L-.. situation out of which those 


y I il! K.N |jii!!;l<-l Cui.’KI RU’CHIIKV t> OJUKUlf M 
i.iifv Mtt ^ o. : 1 ■ 





mcbr 


98 


arise and we are neither a domestic relations court nor a 
local criminal court, so that normally these matters, 
though upsetting and difficult, they would not concern us, 
but what Mr. Bell has I am afraid, tended to forget is that 
he is on a sentece of probation out of this court and 
that there are restrictions on his conduct that may be in soiri 
respects more onerous than those that apply to other people, 
and whatever the provocation he does not have quite the 
freedom somebody else might have to be striking a woman 
with or without a piece of wood or not knowing for sure whoth 
he knocked her down or not quite without reqnrd to what the 
exact discrepancies may be and that these kinds of alter¬ 
cations as charged in this petition will.require me to 
revoke his probation. This will be the second time 
T have had to do that in Mr. Bell's case and I don't see 
any use in the circumstances what we have heard of having 
the probation officer or anybody else take the stand anu .>■ 
into the intricacies of specifications 4 and 6. I don't 
think it is going to profit the Court or Mr. Bell or Mr. 

Tyne to explore what alleged understandings may or may not 
have been had with Miss Hermann or Mr. Tyne or what the 
two reasons may be why he, unlike other people who make 
it on probation, has not been able successfully to negotiate 
the distance between wherever he is and the probation office, 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.S. COURTHOUSE 
FOLEY SQUARE. NEW YORK. NY. - Nl-lO.’O 






mcbr 


'J9 

wherever that is. 

I think, in short, that I have heard enough to 
warrant an require the revocation of .Mr. Hell’s probation 
and I prepared to order that unless Mr. Curley or 

e 

,somebody knows why we should prolong this proceeding or 
hear any further things on that subject. 

MR. HELLER: We would withdraw specifications 

4, 5 and G at this point. 

I 

THE- COURT: 5 you cannot withdraw because I 
dismissed that, but I will allow you to withdraw 4 and £. 

MR. HELLER: Thank you. j 

T11E COURT: Mr. Curley, what is your view about | 

all this? , 

MR.CURLEY: Well, I find I cannot disagree with ( 

the factfinding, but its conclusion — I don't know v/hether j 
the Court would like to hear me on that. * j 

THE COURT: I am always happy to hear you, 

Mr. Curley and I'm happy to contemplate the possibility | 

that you again as you have in the past may cause me to chan-x 

my mind, but I think it is a forlorn enterprise for you 
if you took nothing except specification 3 and Mr. Dell's own| 
testimony about the stormy course of that relationship. 

You have a picture, quite apart from what Carrie Middleton 
tells us, of somebody whose probation I probably snould not 

I 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. US- COURTHOUSE --L 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


mcbr 100 | 

have ordered in the first place and whose probation I 
should have extended in the second place when he once violated 
it, and whose probation I'm not allowed to extend any more 
as an officer of this court because he is not a suitable 
person to be on probation. j 

Mow, with that sort of challenging statement of who e 
I think I come out, you may tell me where you think I would 
come out. 

MR. CURLEY: This I found to be a very strange 
case when I first saw the six specifications and tried to 
find out about the background. It seemed rather hopeless. 

i 

Then yesterday I became very optimistic and I'm sure my , 

argument was antcipated. We have had sort of a reversal 

♦ 

today. If I understand the conclusion that the Court has 
reached, we have various incidents in Spring Valley which 

i 

have been brought to the attention of the police in that 
jurisdiction and they have a District Attorney and an 
office in that jurisdiction, et cetera. 

based upon their knowledge of these individuals, . 

Mrs. Middleton and Mr. bell -- 1 

i 

THE COURT: I have already told you about that. 

I am aware that that area, whether it can be called 
a ghetto or not — but the fact is that the police let 
these people cut each other and beat each other up without 

I 
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prosecuting anybody is not of moment to me. That is why 
I held a live nearing. They don't run the probation office 
and they don't make decisions on what people can be left out 
on probation on the judgment of this court, and I am just 
not going to be impressed with what the police saw fit to 
do or not to do on these occasions concerning which I have 
had live testimony. 

MR. CURLEY: I know, your Honor, and the Courts 
have held they are not bound by the reasoning or actions 
taken or not taken by the local police. I think that 
recently the opinion of the Circuit Court in the La Boll 
case, the appeal from the writ -- what I am saying is that 
there are times — and I don't know whether it goes to thit 
area in Rockland County, where the officials may be closer 
tc the facts, wnjle the fact finding on this hearing is 
your Honor's province and I should be allowed to*argue 
and develop the position that if they who are closest to the 
facts and have evaluated Mrs. Middleton and have not 
proceeded to take any action other than as Mr. Tyne has 
made the statement to the Court, by issuing a summons to 
Mr. Bell, that that should carry some weight. 1 am 
afraid that perhaps under the lax position of Mr. Tyne 
and Mrs. Lynch and her social worker this man and woman have 


been living a type of life that to some extent has been 
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improper and can be frowned on. We don't condone slashings 
or the destruction of one another's property. I believe 
in the confines of what has been presented to your Honor 
as to whether Mr. Bell has violated his probation, tne 
government had failed to establish thathe lias done so. 

If there are open cases in the Rockland County Courts the 
government or, in that jurisdiction, the District Attorney 
would have the burden of proving beyond a reasonable doubt 
THE COURT: Mr. Curley, he got on the stand 

and swore that he beat her up on or about April 19, 1974 . 

I know he had a splendid reason for that, she slashed his 
tires, but that doesn't defeat this specification. 

MR. CURLEY: The term "beat her up," I think 
encompasses a little more than what he was admitting to. 

He said thathe may have hit her and he had a tussle with her 
he struggled with her. He may or may not have had a 
piece of wood. 

THE COURT: He may or may not have knocked her down 
MR. CURLEY: That is correct. 

THE COURT: So it is whether or not he knocked 
some woman down on some day when she slashed his tires. 

I don't know what we are fighting about. 

MR. CURLEY: Wouldn't a jury in Rockland County 

bo the one to discuss this in their deliberations, that is, 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS. U.S. COURTHOUSE 
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the emotional impact, the argument in the heat of passion. 
They may very well find in his favor, and I am not in any 
way condoning his action. 

THE COURT: I find on his own testimony, which 
I don't fully believe, but as it supports hers, that he 
was correctly charged by the clear and overwhelming evidence 
on specification Wo. 1. I don't know what difference it 
makes what a jury would say about that. That is what I say 
about it, and I don't see any two ways about it. 
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